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Senate Bill 177

By: Senators Heath of the 31st and Murphy of the 27th 

AS PASSED

AN ACT

To amend Title 47 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to retirement and

pensions, so as to provide that appellate court judges who become members of the

Employees' Retirement System of Georgia, persons who become members of the Georgia

Legislative Retirement System, and persons who become members of the Georgia Judicial

Retirement System on or after July 1, 2009, shall not be entitled to certain group term life

insurance benefits; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.

Title 47 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to retirement and pensions, is

amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 47-2-162, relating to eligibility of

persons who are members of the General Assembly during or after  January 1, 1962, for

survivors benefits, contributions for such coverage, and right to decline coverage, as follows:

"(a)  Beginning in January, 1962, current and future members of the General Assembly

shall make contributions to the retirement system for the limited purpose of providing

survivors benefits under Code Sections 47-2-128 and 47-2-129, provided that any member

of the General Assembly may reject such coverage, in which case no contributions shall

be made by him or her; provided, further, that the provisions of this Code section shall not

apply to any person who becomes or again becomes a member of the General Assembly

on or after July 1, 2009."

SECTION 2.

Said title is further amended by revising Code Section 47-2-163, relating to group term life

insurance for members and former members of the General Assembly and contributions, as

follows:
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"47-2-163.

Any other provisions of this chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, the board of trustees

is authorized by rules or regulations to provide for group term life insurance protection for

members and former members of the General Assembly; provided, however, that the

provisions of this Code section shall not be applicable to persons who become or again

become members of the General Assembly on or after July 1, 2009.  The board of trustees

may contract for such coverage with the State Employees´ Assurance Department pursuant

to the provisions of Chapter 19 of this title.  The board of trustees shall determine the

amount of such coverage and the employee contribution that shall be made for such

coverage by the members of the General Assembly.  The board of trustees shall also

determine the employer contribution necessary for such group term life insurance

protection for members of the General Assembly.  Such employer contribution shall be

paid from funds appropriated or available to the legislative branch of the state government.

The employee and employer contributions shall be paid into the survivors benefit fund

provided for in subsection (c) of Code Section 47-2-128."

SECTION 3.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (i) of Code Section 47-2-244, relating

to optional benefits available to appellate court judges, notice of election of benefits,

eligibility for benefits, disability benefits, and survivors benefits, as follows:

"(i)  Survivors benefits shall be available to appellate court judges at prevailing contribution

rates and subject to provisions of law and regulations of the board of trustees; provided,

however, that no person who becomes or again becomes subject to the provisions of this

Code section on or after July 1, 2009, shall be entitled to such survivors benefits."

SECTION 4.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 47-23-29, relating

to group term life insurance benefits for members of the Georgia Judicial Retirement System,

as follows:

"(b)  Pursuant to the provisions of this Code section and rules and regulations adopted for

such purpose, the board of trustees may provide for survivors benefits for members, former

members, and retired members of the retirement system; provided, however, that the

provisions of this Code section shall apply only to persons who are active members of this

retirement system on or after July 1, 2002; provided, further, that no person who becomes
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or again becomes a member of this retirement system on or after July 1, 2009, shall be

entitled to survivors benefits under this Code section."

SECTION 5.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.


